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Members Present     Members Not Present 
Jay Walsh      Dennis Reidy 
Dino Sanfillippo      Yaser Elkayyal     
Jim Fuentes      Robert Workman  
Christine Obbagy     Mark Wendling 
Diane Galante       Paul Spass 
Richard Osty        

Staff  Present 
Guests Present      Kathy Congreve, Commission Secretary  
Dennis Suglich      Patrick Hoban, Economic Development Mgr. 
Russ Rydin 
       
        
 
Chairman Walsh called the August 13, 2018 Economic & Commercial Commission meeting to order at 
6:32 p.m. There was a motion made by Jim Fuentes, seconded by Dino Sanfillippo, to approve the 
minutes from the July 9, 2018 ECC meeting; motion carried. There was a motion made by Jim Fuentes, 
seconded by Dino Sanfillippo, to approve the agenda for tonight’s meeting; motion carried.  
 
Chairman’s Report - None 
 
New Business/Old Business - 
 
South Suburban Land Bank: 
Dennis Suglich was a guest at the meeting and came to speak of his experience with the South Suburban 
Land Bank Development Authority. He is the owner of a Tinley Park business and just recently dealt with 
the SSLBDA on a purchase of a property in Blue Island so as to open another location. The property was 
in foreclosure and needed a lot of improvements and the real estate taxes had not been paid in six years (in 
the range of about $200,000.00). The bank sold the property to the SSLBDA who was then able to abate 
the taxes, in turn making it a property that could start economically advancing and create property tax 
income within the limits of Blue Island. Dennis purchased the property from the Land Bank and was able 
to use the money saved towards redeveloping the property and opened for business shortly thereafter. The 
city of Blue Island was pleased to have someone come in and invest into the community and bring the 
property back to life. 

Dennis had also worked with the Land Bank in a recent instance to obtain some additional properties near 
another location he owns in Midlothian. He explained how the Land Bank worked with both municipalities 
and how they each had their own requests and requirements to revitalize and incentivize their communities. 
He recommended that the Village of Tinley Park use the resources of the SSLBDA, but cautioned to not 
over-regulate things and be too restrictive for small businesses to come in and invest in the community. 
Once people see the community being revitalized, other investors will follow.  

He asked if anyone had any questions. Commissioner Fuentes spoke up in favor, stating that this could help 
develop Oak Park Avenue. Patrick agreed stating that this, in addition the grants now available from village, 
could help start filling some of the vacancies in the town. 
 
 
 



Russ added that not many investors take on the risk associated with properties with back taxes and in need 
of improvement. The Land Bank works closely with the village representative and proceeds in the direction 
of the village letting them control who they want in there, but deals direct with the buyers themselves. 
Transactions are typically very quick, and in some instances occur as soon as the same day; it varies 
depending on the market. There are no limits or restrictions on the deal size. The properties go back on the 
tax roles in a short window of time. 

Some concerns by the commissioners were answered: 
What if there’s another economic crash? Russ stated that the SSLBDA has cash in the bank and can get 
cash quickly by liquidating properties. 
What if the SSLBDA goes under? There would be a liquidation provision in the agreement and the 
municipality would have a right to the properties. There’s also out clauses and the village can get out of the 
agreement whenever they want. 

Russ stated that the SSLBDA started in 2014 but that the last 2 years have been the most active. He stated 
that we are welcome to chat with Mark Miller, their rep from Blue Island. 

Jim Fuentes made the motion that the village go through with the SSLB process; Christine Obbagy 
seconded the motion. All were in favor; motion passed. Patrick added that it will be so much easier to recruit 
investors when we have land available. 
 
Strategic Plan: 
Patrick started a 20 page document that is required to keep the accreditation. He took the mission statement 
and vision statement from last one. Economic drivers that were decided upon at the last meeting were: 
educational and vocational, manufacturing-specifically medical, office, retail, and tourism. He discussed 
items that could build our economic development and recapped the goals of our Strategic Plan. With the 
legacy code being the top goal, he is hoping to have a planner at our next meeting to explain the code. 
The tactics of meeting the goals was discussed and Patrick is welcoming any additional feedback from 
commissioners. The Strategic Plan will be matched up with the Marketing Plan. 
There will be an opening soon for a new Business Retention Specialist, as the current one has resigned. 
 
Villa Santa Maria: 
Other properties will be focused on first, before even considering annexing this property. 
 
Marketing Plan: 
The goal is to come up with different concepts for each of the five areas that the commission wants to go 
after. Will partner with the Marketing Dept. to get this done. The next phase of the accreditation process is 
to come up with a Marketing Plan. 
 
Workforce Training: 
Commissioner Fuentes pointed out that Lincolnway North sits vacant and that it would be the perfect 
location for a workforce training center. With the help of IBEW and other unions, Panduit and other 
businesses, and other training centers, etc. the development would benefit the community. 
 
Staff Report - Everything has already been covered and everyone has a copy of the latest monthly report. 
 
Trustee Report – Trustee Berg was not in attendance.  
 
Comments from the Public – none 
 
There was a motion made by Jim Fuentes and seconded by Christine Obbagy, to adjourn the meeting. 
Vote by voice call. All were in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 8:07 p.m. 

 


